
"Do not forget the things your eyes have seen or let them 
slippom your heart as long as you live. Teach them to 
your children and to their children after them. " 

Deuteronomy 4:9 
CHRISTIAN HUME EDIICATIIIS OF UHl l  

How t o  Get Started with Home Education 
The ideal situation is for the interestedperson(") to interact with other home educators, read materials about home 
education, and look over different curriculum; thinking about what will work best in their particular situation, 
months before the actual schooling experience begins. 

IF THE NEED IS IMMEDIATE, we suggest the following steps: 
+ Select your curriculum and be prepared 
+ Obtain a notification form from your local support group or CHEO and fill it out completely 
+ Send the notification form to the appropriate superintendent by certified mail with a return receipt two 

days before keeping your child home from school 
+ Keep your child home and begin teaching upon filing of notification form 

QUESTIONS FOR THOUGHT 
+ Have you committed this decision to the Lord and spent time in prayer? 
+ What are your reasons/motives for home educating your child? 
+ What goals do you have for your home educated child and yourself as the parentJteacher for this particular 

school year and in the future? 
6 What is your educational philosophy? 

FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS 
+ Curriculum 

Amount of money spent can vary greatly depending on the curriculum chosen and childffarnily needs, 
from very minimal ($50 or less) to several hundred dollars a year. 

+ Legal Coverage 
We strongly encourage all home educators to join Home School Legal Defense Association (HSLDA, 
www.hslda.org). The membership is $1 15 yearly and provides a legal umbrella for your family as well as 
other families throughout the country who are involved in home school battles. If you are a CHEO 
member first, then you are eligible for a $20 discount on your HSLDA membership fees. 

+ Support Groups 
Seek a local support group to join as well as the state organization, Christian Home Educators of Ohio 
(CHEO). CHEO has an annual membership fee of $30 which included numerous benefits including a 
bi-monthly magazine, The Ohio Homeschool Companion, a discount to the annual State Convention in 
Columbus and a discount to HSLDA. Visit our website (www.cheohome.org) to locate your regional 
representative, or contact our office for the information. 

+ Field Trips and Classes 
Monies spent on these types of activities vary, depending upon your family size and activities attended. 

+ Classroom Materials 
These can start out with the basics and be supplemented as time and money permit. Educational games 
can be included in this area as well. 

+ Books and Workshops 
The CHEO State Convention, local support group meetings and education seminars all enhance your 
home educating experience. 

NOTIFICATION-YOUR RESPONSIBILITY 
+ Obtain a notification form and fill it out completely and neatly. 
+ Prepare a brief outline of curriculum, textbooks, teaching materials, etc. that you intend to use. 
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+ Photocopy all records that you plan to send to your superintendent. 
+ Send [certified mail with a return receipt] your notification form (and assessment forms for each 

subsequent year of home schooling) to the appropriate superintendent. 

STATE REGULATIONS 
+ Familiarize yourself with Ohio's State Regulations regarding'home education (enacted in 1989). You can 

find a copy of these on our website (www.cheohome.org), fiom the State Board of Education (65 South 
Front Street, Columbus, OH 43266), fiom your local support group, or possibly from your local library. 
Our homeschooling regulations are from the Ohio Revised Code (ORC) Section #3301-34. 

+ An additional resource is Home Education: Answers for Ohio Parents by Dianna Fessler. This resource is 
available from CHEO. 

+ Please take note of what your responsibilities as a parentlteacher are and what responsibilities the school 
district is given. 

+ Determine to function within the Ohio Regulations. 

LEGAL COVERAGE 
+ Home School Legal Defense Association (HSLDA), PO Box 3000, Purcellville, VA 20134 

(540-338-5600) HSLDA offers coverage of attorney fees if a legal problem occurs for you as a member. 
You also help to fight legal battles for other home educations across the country, when you renew your 
membership every year. CHEO members receive a yearly group fee of $95, which reflects a $20.00 
discount. 

RECORDS AND PLANS 
+ State regulations require 900 hours of home education (traditionally 180 days for 5 hours each day) 

Remember to include all interactions and teachable moments with your child. We are not required to keep 
a daily attendance or hour log. 

+ Lesson plans or calendars are helpful, but do not get bogged down by too many details. Keep things 
simple. 

+ Plan a flexible schedule, especially if you are easily distracted. Major on Language Arts and Math skills in 
younger years. Read to your child. Make home education a family lifestyle! 

+ A scrapbook of pictures and mementos of activities and samples of work can be used to provide a base for 
a portfolio (or written narrative). 

+ Record keeping materials such as grade books and lesson plan books are available through home school 
suppliers as well as various office supply retailers. 

ASSESSMENT-PLAN AHEAD 
Send the completed Assessment Form along with your notification form ONLY when notzfjling for a subsequent 
year of home educating. This goes to your local superintendent by the time your local school district begins their 
school year. Send it certijed mail with a return receipt. Keep copies of all that you submit! 

+ Standardized Testing 
A variety of resources are available. Obtain testing materials fiom suppliers such as BKT Press and find a 
person approved by the testing service (usually they require a person with a Bachelors degree) to 
administer the test. The state of Ohio no longer maintains a list of acceptable tests to fulfill this 
requirement. Please note that the Ohio Regulations state that these tests have to be a Nationally Normed, 
Standardized, Achievement Test. Just because you choose to have a test administered to your child does 
not mean that you have to turn in those test scores. You are still able to complete the Portfolio Review 
(Written Narrative) if you chose to not turn in your test scores. 

+ Portfolio Review (Written Narrative) 
Keep samples of your child's work in different subjects showing progress: pictures and other mementos 
are helpful; keep records of grades, activities, classes, field trips, etc. Contact an Ohio certified teacher 
(possibly through your local support group) to complete your portfolio review and sign the required 
paperwork for the local school system. 
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